Autoclaved Aerated Concrete (AAC)

Autoclaved aerated concrete (AAC) is a mineral-based
building material made from sand, water, limestone,
cement, and aluminum powder. The mixture is then
hardened in an autoclave (pressurized steam chamber). It is
a lightweight form of concrete best used as cladding to
provide a protective exterior for new and existing buildings.
AAC can also be used for low to mid-rise load-bearing walls.

Although AAC has many benefits as a climate-resilient, pest-
resistant material, limited supply options and specialised
training requirements have constrained its use in British
Columbia.
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As of 2025, recent and credible public estimates of costs were not available.
Estimates may be available through local suppliers. The upfront cost of AAC may be
higher than conventional concrete but its lightweight nature makes it more
affordable to construct with.



